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Abstract 
The First World War Letters of H.J.C. Peirs is a digital history project that publishes the letters of a British 
World War I officer 100 years to the day they were written. By telling the story of one person, we have 
aimed to humanize a dehumanizing war and supported the effort to commemorate the centennial of the 
conflict. While the project was conceived with pedagogy in mind, it has grown beyond the letters and 
crossed boundaries: from the analog to the digital, from the classroom to the public, and from the 
archives to the field. 
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From the Archives to the Field
June/July 2016: 100th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Somme
March 2018: 100th anniversary of the German 
Spring Offensive and the defense of Le 
Verguier
● Field research - sites in France and Belgium 
where Peirs spent time in 1916 & 1917
● Archival research - National Archives in 
London, the Surrey History Centre in Woking
● Photographic survey of Peirs-related sites 
in London and Carshalton
● Funded by a Research and Professional 
Development Grant from the Office of the 
Provost
● Field research - sites in and around Le 
Verguier specific to the 8th Battalion’s 
movements in March 1918
● 3 Skype calls back to students in Gettysburg 
and 7 Facebook Live sessions
● Making connections with local people
● Funded by crowdfunding campaign 
facilitated through the Department of 
Development, Alumni, and Parent Relations
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“So that’s that.”
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